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Primitive communicating activity of human being by messenger, dak, carrier 
pigeon or beacon-fire always occurred in single country, which was regulated by 
domestic law. With the development of science and technology, especially after the 
invention of telegraph and telephone, communicating activity of human being began 
to cross national boundaries and became the object of international law. From the 
emergence symbolized by International Telegraph Convention of 1865 to now, 
international law of communications has evolved to be a specific department of 
international law, which is undergoing intensive changes and turning to be more and 
more important for the coming Information Society. 
This dissertation studies international legal issues concerning communication, 
tries to sort out and analyze the basic rules of international law concerning 
communication according to the logical structure of communication channel, 
communication service and communication content, in order to construct 
international legal system of communication in layers-structure. This research aims 
at extending the fields of China’s international legal scholarship, provides 
suggestions on the construction and perfection of China’s communication legal 
system. 
This dissertation consists of five chapters in addition to Introduction and 
Conclusion. 
Chapter 1 discusses the basic theoretic issues of international law of 
communications, such as concept, history and system. Through the study of the 
history of international law regulating communication, this chapter deems that as the 
law to balance information sovereignty and freedom of information, international 
law of communications includes rules, norms and institutions regulating 
international relations of communication, which possesses a layers-structure system 
composed of law of communication channel, law of communication service and law 














written rules, after more than 100 years’ development. 
Chapter 2 sorts out and analyzes the rules of international law concerning 
communication channel. This chapter contends that international distribution of 
resources of communication channel should adopt double-track system with “plan 
ahead” and “first come-first served” on the basis of defining the resources of 
communication channel as “Common Heritage of Mankind”. International 
standardization system of communication channel and intellectual property policy 
for international standardization of communication channel have established in the 
practice of International Telecommunication Union and International Organization 
for Standardization. The rules of international law regulating exploitation and 
maintenance of international communication channel need update and perfection as 
soon as possible. 
Chapter 3 sorts out and analyzes the rules of international law concerning 
communication service. This chapter illuminates the international rules of trade in 
communication service of GATS, compares and analyzes the international guidelines 
for regulation of communication service which consists of WTO “reference paper” 
on basic telecommunications and EU directives on communication policy, and also 
points out international accounting rate system should be changed to cost-oriented 
arrangement based on multilateral framework after discussing its operation and 
challenges. 
Chapter 4 sorts out and analyzes the rules of international law concerning 
communication content. From the thesis that regulation of communication content 
should equate regulation of freedom of communication in international law, this 
chapter dives into the rules of international human rights law which guarantee and 
restrict freedom of communication, clarifies the basic logic to regulate 
communication content through regulating freedom of communication. 
Chapter 5 probes into the issue of China’s construction of communication legal 
system from the perspective of international law of communications. This chapter 
presents the international and domestic background of China’s construction of 














communication legal system, proposes a new thought for China’s construction of 
communication legal system at the time of digital convergence, namely, enacting 
single communication law in the notion of layers-structure and then improving 
communication legal system gradually. 
 
 












































缩 略 语 表 
缩 略 语 表 
Abbreviations 
 
缩略语 英文全称 中文全称 
AAP Alternative Approval Process 替换批准程序 
AfrINIC African Network Information Centre 非洲网络信息中心 
APNIC Asia Pacific Network Information 
Centre 
亚太网络信息中心 




ARIN American Registry for Internet Numbers 美洲因特网数字注
册机构 
ASO Address Supporting Organization 地址支持组织 
















ccTLDs Country Code Top Level Domain 
Names 
国家码顶级域名 
























DIS Draft International Standard 国际标准草案 
DBS Direct Broadcast Satellite 卫星直接广播 
DNS Domain Name System 域名系统 
EUTELSAT European Telecommunications Satellite 
Organization 
欧洲电信卫星组织 
FCC Federal Communications Commission 联邦通信委员会 
FOT Friends of Telecommunication 电信之友 
GATS General Agreement on Trade in Services 《服务贸易总协定》
GATT General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 关税与贸易总协定 
GEO Geostationary Earth Orbit 地球静止轨道 
GII Global Information Infrastructure 全球信息基础设施 
GIS Global Information Society 全球信息社会 
GNSO Generic Names Supporting Organization 通用名称支持组织 
gTLDs generic Top Level Domain names 属性顶级域名 




ICANN Internet Corporation for Assigned 
Names and Numbers 
因特网名字与数字
分配机构 




ICT Information and Communications 
Technology 
信息通信技术 





















缩 略 语 表 
INMARSAT International Maritime Satellite 
Organization 
国际海事卫星组织 
INTELSAT International Telecommunications 
Satellite Organization 
国际电信卫星组织 
INTERSPUTNIK International Organization of Space 
Communication 
国际空间通信组织 
IPTV Internet Protocol Television 网络电视 
ISO International Organization for 
Standardization 
国际标准化组织 
ISP Internet Service Provider 因特网服务提供商 
ITSO International Telecommunications 
Satellite Organization 
国际电信卫星组织 
ITU International Telecommunication Union 国际电信联盟 




ITU-R ITU Telecommunication Radio 
communication  Sector 
国际电信联盟无线
电通信部门 









LEO Low Earth Orbit 低地球轨道 
LIR Local Internet Registry 本地注册机构 
MIFR Master International Frequency Register 国际频率登记总表 
NIEO New International Economic Order 国际经济新秩序 
NIR National Internet Registry 国家因特网注册机
构 














NGBT Negotiating Group on Basic 
Telecommunications 
基础电信谈判组 
NGN Next Generation Network 下一代网络 
NRA National Regulatory Authority 国家监管当局 




OECD Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development 
经济合作与发展组
织 
OFCOM Office of Communication 通信办公室 
OSI Open System Interconnection 开放系统互联 
PanAmSat Pan American Satellite Corporation 泛美卫星公司 
PAS Publicly Available Specification 公开可用规范 




RIR Regional Internet Registry 地区因特网注册机
构 
SMP Significant Market Power 重大市场力量 
TAP Traditional Approval Process 传统批准程序 




TRIPs Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights 
《与贸易有关的知
识产权协定》 
TSAG Telecommunication Standardization 
Advisory Group 
电信标准化顾问组 






United Nations Educational, Scientific 














缩 略 语 表 
WIPO World Intellectual Property 
Organization 
世界知识产权组织 
WGIG Working Group on Internet Governance 因特网治理工作组 
WSIS World Summit on the Information 
Society 
信息社会世界峰会 
WTO World Trade Organization 世界贸易组织 
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